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Dear Friends and Supporters,

2023 has been an exceptional year for the Wellesley Free Library Foundation. Thanks to you, we continue to provide  
the private funding that makes our Library a leader among public libraries. While the Town budget pays for the essentials,  
your donations to The Library Foundation finances unique enhancements, the extras that make our Library a star!
 
What I’ve learned in my time serving on the Board of  The Library Foundation is that behind these remarkable accolades  
are dozens of  people — staff, volunteers and so many others — who embody the commitment to excellence that keeps our  
Library performing at such a high level. Through our annual grant to the Library, new Children’s Librarian Meghan Damiano  
visited every kindergarten and 5th Grade class in the Wellesley Public Schools to make sure our youngest students felt an immediate  
connection with the Library. The summer reading program alone had 284 registered participants who logged an impressive  
1,152 hours of  reading. And off-site programming continued its good work bringing crafts, stories, and snacks to the residents  
at Barton Road.
 
The Library’s English for Speakers of  Other Languages (ESOL) Program relies on funds from The Library Foundation 
 to ensure the Library is a place where students of  the program can learn, meet new people, and receive extra tutoring.  
This year, the ESOL Tutor Program had twenty-two volunteers who spent hundreds of  hours with their English learners.  
Sixty students from countries all over the world including from all over the world including Hungary, China, Vietnam, Korea,  
Russia, Ukraine, Venezuela, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Taiwan, Japan and Poland benefited from the program.  
The ESOL classes were taught by volunteer teachers who put in 826 hours this year.
 
Technology remains one of  our Library’s greatest strengths. Funding from the Foundation supported 98 in-person and digital  
events, technology upgrades and a Zoom license. Technology education in Jackie’s Room allowed children, adults, and seniors  
to expand their knowledge of  computers and the possibilities of  the online world. Thanks to Foundation funds, many in-person  
and online events gave attendees a broad spectrum of  digital learning.
 
Innovation wasn’t just a theme for the Foundation this year, it was one of  our primary objectives. That’s why we’re so pleased  
that our inaugural “Books in Bloom” fundraiser welcomed over 400 guests at its opening night last May. Proceeds from the event 
helped us fund cutting-edge resources and enhancements at the Library. Creative events such as Books in Bloom help make  
our Library a centerpiece in our community and provide additional funding to help our Library in the future.
 
As incredible as 2023 was for the Library and the Foundation, I’m even more excited for what’s coming in 2024.  
Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We couldn’t do what we do without you.

Gratefully,

Keith F. Higgins
President, Wellesley Free Library Foundation
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THANK YOU, WELLESLEY!  

At The Library Foundation, our mission is to provide the extras that make  
our Library exceptional. We tap into our community’s generous donations,  
gifts large and small that add up to put these key improvements within reach.  
Each year, The Library Foundation grants an average of  nearly $250,000  
to the Library for special projects and heavily used innovative resources  
and programs. Your generosity makes our mission possible,  
and we are grateful for your support. 

Together, we take what you love and make it better.



In 2023 The Library Foundation 
funds helped bring 98 in-person and 
digital events to Library patrons.

Technology

In 2023, technology continued to be a priority for the Library and The Library Foundation 
made it a point to support enhancements to help bridge the digital divide and promote  
inclusivity in our increasingly interconnected world. Access to free programing and equipment 
in Jackie’s Room is crucial for individuals who may not have the means to own personal  
devices or afford internet services. 

With support from The Library Foundation, hundreds of  patrons  
participated in free digital and in-person workshops including:

• Travel Photography 
• Excel Spreadsheets and Python Programming
• Make Your Own Website with Wordpress
• Job seekers workshops
• Mac Basics

MAKING CONNECTIONS  
WITH TECHNOLOGY

Libraries function as crucial technology hubs, not merely for free  
web access, but for those who need computer training and assistance.  
Library business centers help support entrepreneurship and retraining.

                                                        ~Scott Turow
''

''



The ESOL Program: 
60 students from 15 countries 
speaking 12 different languages. 

The eslo  Program:
Ultimately, I have found that we have more similarities than differences.  
Through language, we not only express ourselves but also discover the unity  
that binds us all—a testament to the enduring power of  words to bridge  
the gaps between borders and cultures and forge lasting connections.

             ~Carolyn Cincotti, Wellesley ESOL volunteer teacher
''

''

The Library’s English Speakers of  Other Languages (ESOL) Program was designed  
to help students integrate into our community by learning English, meeting new people,  
exploring new traditions, and learning about resources that are available for them  
and their families. Many students who have completed the ESOL program have found  
jobs locally or have learned to facilitate becoming American citizens. 
 
Support from The Library Foundation is essential to the ESOL Program  
and provides funding for a program coordinator as well as teacher stipends.   
The classes meet at the Library, on Zoom, at their homes, or at other locations  
around Wellesley. Students are required to live in Wellesley and come  
from all over the world including Hungary, China, Vietnam,  
Korea, Russia, Ukraine, Venezuela, Colombia, Dominican Republic,  
Taiwan, Japan, Poland, and Iran.

BRIDGING GAPS TOGETHER

Hello



284 participants logged 

1,152 hours collectively.

Summer Reading Program:

The Library is where access to books becomes a passport  
to empowerment, offering a gateway to education, inspiration,  
and a brighter future and in some cases, breaking the chains  
of  circumstance and opening doors to a world of  possibilities.

                                               ~Anonymous
''

''
Thanks to funding from The Library Foundation, the Library Outreach Program  
actively supports library services throughout the entire community, enhancing  
the experience for children, adults, seniors, economically disadvantaged residents  
and patrons with special needs.
 
In 2023, the Children’s Librarian visited every Kindergarten class and 5th Grade classroom  
in the Wellesley Public Schools to ensure that the Library is a warm and welcoming environment.  
Students were also introduced to Beanstack, an on-line summer reading program purchased  
with Foundation funds. 

Support from The Library Foundation also helped launch new off-site programming  
to bring age-appropriate books, educational items, and snacks to the residents of  Barton Road.  
The Library continued its commitment to sensory learning by providing a monthly “Sensory Storytime” 
and purchasing in-library items such as balance toys and a self-contained  
sandbox to support our young patrons with special needs.

SUPPORTING EVERYONE  
IN WELLESLEY



BOOKS IN BLOOM  On Friday, May 12, The Foundation’s  
successful Books in Bloom fundraiser showcased the town’s vibrant community spirit, raising  
essential funds to empower the Library with advanced resources, technology classes, and impactful 
outreach programs, ensuring free and accessible learning opportunities for every age group.

fy23  Donors
$15,000-$20,000
Christoper and Darcy Bartel
First Republic Bank
Pattillo Magpie Fund of the Foundation  
  for MetroWest

$10,000-$14,999
Anonymous
Blair and Jacqueline Hendrix
Morris and Elizabeth Kellogg
Ann-Mara and John Lanza
Emily Smith Magruder  
  and William Magruder
Rutledge Properties
Matthew and Susan Ryan
Jeremy and Lisa Sewall
Robert and Karen White
John and Rainy Wilkins

$5,000-$9,999
D. Scott Birney, Jr. Trust
Keith F. Higgins
Ann and Peter Howley
Amanda and Samuel Kennedy
Edward and Helen Stewart
The Morgan Palmer Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Jason Block and Kara Reinhardt Block
John and Catherine Bueker
Steve and Carol Carlson
William and Anne Horn
Kevin and Katherine Macdonald
Patrick Ahearn Architect
Robert and Alexa Plenge
Amy Reich Weil
Roche Bros.
Elizabeth A. W. Rogers
Emily Shanahan and Chad Harris
Pamela and Craig Stirrat
Wasik’s Cheese Shop

$1,000-$2,499
Caleb and Alyce Aldrich
Dennis and Susan Ausiello
Kyle and Bridget Bettigole
Carpenter & MacNeille
Peter and Elizabeth Carpenter
Cross Services Group
Brian and Patricia Decker
Timothy and Lisa Driver
Michael and Laurie Ewald
Timothy and Michelle Foster
Charles and Abigail Glassenberg
Goodnow/Prus Foundation
Jay M. Grossman
Mark and Carolyn Grover
Gupta Media
Justin and Lisa Harrison
Shawn Herlihy and Linda Wilkins
Jan Gleysteen Architects
Joanne D. Johnson
Keith and Erin Johnson
Julie Marriott and David Harding
Elizabeth F. Kamio
Jeffrey and Georgette Katuna
Philip and Dorothy Laughlin
Jeffrey Lazzarino and Teri Adler
Mark Libenson and Lisa Muto
Gary Mikula and Holly Burnet Mikula
James and Krisann Miller
David and Ellen Morrison
Nina Pascale Falcone and Steven Falcone
John and Carol O’Neil
Carolyn Pruyne
Bruce and Janice Rogoff
Peter and Jacqueline Segall
Sexton Test Prep & Tutoring
Steven and Harriet Simons
Michael and Sarah Tauer
Mark and Evelina Taber
The Lara & Chelsea Collaborative
The Madden David Real Estate Group

Raina L. Thorsen

$500-$999
Eric Barnhart
Kelly W. Barry, Esq.
Ann S. Batchelder
Don and Marcia Blenko
Amy Fuller Boyd
Cannistraro Family DDRJM Charitable Fund
Michael Casey and Lisa Hughes
Jeffrey Choney and Pamela Dippel Choney
Sally Stoddard Collier
John Patrick and Susanne Dowdall
Dale Edmunds and Barbara Fay
Kenneth and Carole Epstein
Peter and Paige Fisher
Colin and Stephanie Flynn
Andrew and Kelly Friendly
Timothy Fulham and Lise Olney
Amy J. Gould
Jack and Amy Haley
Joseph and Luisa Hamilton
Alex and Abbe Hocherman
Laura and Jim Hopkins
Bernard and Barbara Horan
Alyson and David Jenkins
Holden and Rita Johnson
Hugh Johnson and Erica Johnson
James G. Kamitses
James and Mary Kloppenberg
Susan and Stacey Meeker
Brian Moynihan and Susan Berry
William and Amiee Munro
Troy and Pat Murray Family Fund
Bryce and Alina Nucera
Todd and Niki Ofenloch
Michael Racette and Maura Murphy
Carey and Ann Rappaport
Frank and Barbara Rowbotham
Tripp and Betsy Sheehan
Harry Sherr and Cynthia Strauss

Thomas and Kathleen Skelly
Dan and Karin Sodervall
Dan and Bobbie Suratt
The Gina and Benji Fisher Charitable Fund
Andrew Wagner and Lynne Brady Wagner
Alexander and Sherry Washburn
Ronald and Joanne Weiss
Andrew Winneg and Karen Wilcox

$250-$499
James and Judith Barr
David and Megan Boffa
Catherine and Matt Burke
Ronnie Y. Chen
Stephen and Elizabeth Clarke
Lewis and Cary Collins
Mary T. Conway
Peter Cory and Maxine Creanza
Charles W. Cramb
Scott and Lisa Dalrymple
Jonathan and Amy Edwards
Colin and Audrey Fenton
Mark and Mara Furlow
Benjamin and Catherine Giess
Deirdre and Edward Heilbron
Elizabeth and Brad Heritage
James and Meredith Hollis
Peter Johannsen
Karen Lotz-McMillen
Peiman and Karin Mahdavi
Jeffrey Mayersohn and Linda Seamonson
Arthur and Louise McGinnes
Margaret McLoughlin
James and Anne Newman
Jonathan Reuter and Robin McKnight
Marla and Clifford Robinson
George and Christina Roman
Stephen and Elizabeth Rosen
David Roth and Marie Demay
Samuel and Jessica Rubenstein
Ruff Family Foundation



Sandy Soolman
Jeffrey and Karen Steeves
Elliot Swan and Lisa Hicks
United Way of Massachusetts Bay and 
Merrimack Valley
Peter and Laura Van Zandt
Dorothy W. Waldron
Richard and Sally Watts
Roy Welker and Teresa Barlozzari
David White

Under $250
Michael Abedon
Elizabeth Adams
Mark and Andrea Allen
Annelise and Douglas Atamian
Roberta Austin and Felicia Ellsworth
Katherine L. Babson, Jr.
Susan Bailey
Allie Baker

John and Julie Barker
Daniel C. Barks
Grant and Pamela Beckett
Anne and Greg Benning
Hapet and Stephanie Berberian
Jean Nielsen Berry
Ralph Blair and Elisa Romano
Niels Boegholm and Hsien-Chi Lin
Robert and Patricia Bonanno
Richard and Cynthia Bostwick
Darren and Patricia Bovie
Andrew and Keri Boyle
Sheila B. Boyle
Mike and Stacy Braatz
John and Karin Breedis
Richard Broberg and Susan Tomasino
Marilyn and Bob Brooks
Sandra E. Budson
Jon Bull
Amanda Mitchell Burke

James and Ellen Burns
Harold Burstein and Mary Mullen
Victor Calcaterra and Mary Scanlon
John and Naomi Cameron
John and Harriet Carey
Shana and Michael Cashman
Laura Cavanaugh
Kai Chen and Linshi Li
Bill Chou
Christopher Churchill and Kate Roosevelt
Gregory and Tara Ciongoli
Kevin Clark and Eunice Groark
Richard Cleary and Ann Trenk
Mary Ann Cluggish
Augustus and Mercedes Colangelo
Charles and Peggy Collier
Paul and Jennifer Colone
Timothy and Ames Connelly
Todd and Elizabeth Cook
William and Sheila Corkhill

Victor Corzo
John and Cheryl Costello
Mary and John Coyne
Paul Cramer and Mary Gard
Paul Criswell and Pamela Kubbins
Peter and Nikki Dalrymple
Richard and Lucy Davis
Michael and Elizabeth Dawson
Adam Delmolino
Anthony and Paula DeMarco
Katherine W. DeMarco
Richard and Maryellen Denning
Matthew and Margaret Devine
Anirudh and Beatrice Dhebar
Bertha Diaz
Theresa Diaz
David and Mary Ellen Dinwoodey
Melanie Dolan
George and Mary Dummer
Philippa Dun

The Foundation passionately champions special projects that  
uplift and enrich the library experience. Through direct funding  
and dedicated support, The Foundation sponsored the installation  
of  the inspiring public art sculpture, “Reach for Knowledge,”  
by Nancy Schön, fostering a welcoming entrance for all visitors.

Amy K. Ebersole
Samantha Eio
Howard and Dorothy Ellis
Lawrence Elswit and Bernice Speiser
Arthur Ensroth
Andrew and Judy Epstein
Evolutions Program at Wellesley High 
School
Arthur and Betsey Falvey
Peter Farland and Meryl Glassman
Christian and Maureen Febiger
Jeff and Kathy Fellows
Marie Fiero
Nancy T. Flescher
Keenan and Lisa Flynn
Edward and Karen Folland
Erin Forker
Alexander and Jane Gavis
Charles and Donna Gibson
Robert Glowacky and Elizabeth Wilson

William and Lori Goldenthal
Jay Goldin
Arnold and Patricia Goldstein
Claire Gorman
Matthew and Kathryn Graber
Kenneth Graves and Jill Allen
Rowie Gray
Corey and Deirdre Griffin
Mary T. Griffin
Deborah Groginsky
David and Elizabeth Guydan
GW&K Investment Management
Robert Hale and Christine Oliver
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Hall IV
Ellen Hallett
Michael and Ellen Hallor
Jorgen and Debra Lynn Hansen
J. S. Harkins and Wendelin Smith
Lynne N. Harrold
Joanne Hartley

G. Frederick and Deborah Hatch
Robert and Keegan Hellweg
Kambiz and Victoria Heydari
Beth Hinchliffe
Mark and Tarah Hirschey
Stephen and Vivian Holland
Lewis and Leslie Holmes
Lincoln and Holly Holmes
Bruce and June Howlett
Gerald and Elizabeth Hume
Cynthia B. Hunt
Joseph and Jean Hurd
John Hussey and Kimberly Fletcher
Heather and Jeff Jablow
David Jacoby and Jessica Fixler
Alan Joachim and Joanna Horobin
Marc and Melissa Johannes
Barbara L. Jordan
Sami and Stephanie Juma
Phillip and Maureen Jutras

Michael and Heather Kaminer
Aimee and Eric Kaplan
A. Karim and Sajida Khudairi
Harvey and June Katz
Henry and Laurie Kay
Scott and Melanie Kelley
Michael and Dona Kemp
Ivaylo Kirkov
Herbert and Judith Kosstrin
Milton N. Kriger
David and Marianne Laffitte
Ranjan and Christin Lal
Heather Lang
Diane A. Lapon
Tania Lefman
Andrew and Ellen Leiter
Mary Lenihan
John and Mary Jo Libertino
David and Michele Livingston
Jacqueline G. Livingston

In 2023, The Library Foundation continued its support of  the Fells Branch Library, which operates as a unique  
and intimate early learning library. With an animated commitment, The Foundation ensures the Heroes Garden  
flourishes, offering a dynamic space for children’s programs and promoting environmental appreciation,  
embracing the natural wonders of  Wellesley for the town’s youngest residents.



For questions contact: Michelle Harris, Director of  Development, (781) 235-1610 x1127 or michelle_harris@wellesleyfreelibraryfoundation.org.

Peng Lu
Emmett and Margaret Lyne
Andrew and Mary Beth Mahoney
Kevin and Cindy Malloy
Douglas and Annick Mansfield
Elliot J. Mark
Peter and Barbara Marx
Elizabeth May
Wiley McCarthy
Edward and Mary McCauley
Dean and Kimberly McCausland
John and Christina McCormick
Barbara A. McDonald
Stephen and Elizabeth Mecke
Travis and Jennifer Metz
Michael and Kelly Meraw
Phillip and Ronni Michaelson
Jennifer Middleton
Sean Milano and Kathleen Woodward
Richard and Beatrice Miller
Lloyd and Sharon Mintz
Christopher and Catherine Mirick
Andrew and Mary Mitchell
Karen Mondell
Peter and Kelley Mongeau

Richard and Katherine Mongeau
Ned and Donna Moore
Wayne and Katherine Morello
David and Carolyn Morris
Brian and Kathryn Moulton
David and Teresa Moy
Ann T. Murphy
Ogden and Judith Nackoney
William and Elizabeth Near
Network for Good
Marlene Newberg
Nicole Nichols
Kevin and Ildiko Nielsen
Neil and Illana Nissenbaum
Christopher and Kimberly O’Donnell
Peter and Barbara Offenhartz
Jerry and Jennifer Olivetti
Itzel Ortega
Melissa and Martin Padley
Scott Page and Gail Sullivan
Federico Papa and Carol Tham
Caren and Randy Parker
Robert and Jacquelyn Pascucci
George and Wanda Patterson
James and Wendy Paul

Byron Pavano and Kris Chang
Norman and Sarah Pedersen
Gena M. Peditto
Representative Alice H. Peisch
Daniel Perednia
Carl and Linda Perlmutter
Jeffrey Peters and Sally Webster
Jane T. Peterson
Kevin and Anne Phelan
Caroline and Jason Pope
Lon and Ilissa Povich
Mark and Stephanie Price
Gary Rachlin
Elaine Reynolds
Ellen H. Reynolds
David Rhodes and Deborah Harstedt
Anne and Sean Riley
Mark and Clare Robinson
Gerardo and Teresa Rocha
James and Kathleen Rodrigue
Burton and Gloria Rose
Brook and Marissa Rosenbaum
Jonathan and Ann Ross
Lee Rubin and Nina Chalfin
Angelique Santiago

Timothy and Lynn Sanville
Robert and Diane Savage
Kitt and Heather Sawitsky
Wendy Scarisbrick
Gerald and Florence Schumacher
Charles R. Scott
David and Wendy Secor
Kristin Shanks
Thomas Sheahan and Maryrose Sullivan
Donald Shepard and Emily Maitin
Leslie Silverstein and Jo Ann Lyndon
James Simpson and Jeannie Nakano
Daniel and Carol Singer
Joel and Deborah Slocum
Andrew and Shannon Smith
Benjamin N. Smith
Gary and Lynne Smith
Kirk and Nancy Smith
Mason Smith and Gordon Green
Richard and Karen Smith
Andrew and Virginia Snow
Matthew and Kristin Whelton

Your donations throughout the year provide the essential, flexible funds that allow us to support the Library where it is  

needed most. You are the reason we can take what you loveand make it better. To donate online you can use the QR code  

or visit wellesleyfreelibraryfoundation.org or send a check payable to “The Wellesley Free Library Foundation”  

and mail to: The Wellesley Free Library Foundation, 530 Washington Street, Wellesley MA 02482.

GET INVOLVED



530 Washington Street Wellesley, MA 02482  •  wellesleyfreelibraryfoundation.org


