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Dear Friends and Supporters,
As we reflect on the past year, I am filled with gratitude for our Library’s enthusiastic patrons, generous donors 
and dedicated staff. Together, we have made significant strides in enhancing our library services in the areas of 
highest priority for our community. This year, The Library Foundation invested in outreach programs designed to 
engage all segments of our community. Our Children’s Librarian strengthened impressive connections with local 
students, visiting every Kindergarten and Fifth-grade class in Wellesley’s elementary schools. These visits not only 
familiarized children with library resources, but also prepared them for the academic challenges ahead in middle 
school and beyond.

Our English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) made great advances in further facilitating connections 
for adult learners from diverse backgrounds. Under the guidance of a dedicated Coordinator, we welcomed 
participants from 15 countries, including refugees from Ukraine, highlighting our commitment to serve the 
global community. The program’s structure allows students to progress through tailored classes, culminating in 
volunteer opportunities that encourage them to give back in turn to newcomers to the program.

The Library Foundation’s funding for technology enhancements and educational programming has been crucial. 
Thanks to your generous support, technology programming flourished with more than 130 in-person and digital 
events, ranging from introductory courses on ChatGPT and cybersecurity to graphic design and job networking. 
The expansion of Jackie’s Room is in the planning stages, aiming to provide even more resources and learning 
opportunities in areas including podcasting, digital conversion, video design, and more.

In April, we celebrated at The Library Foundation Gala where we raise critical funds to provide enhancements 
to our Library that our community relies on. Nearly 250 guests joined us at the Wellesley Country Club for an 
unforgettable evening and we raised over $330,000, our largest amount ever.

As we move into 2025, I am optimistic about the continued growth 
and innovation at WFL. Our commitment to community engagement, 
inclusivity and technological advancement continue to guide and nurture 
our fundraising efforts. We are immensely grateful to you, our Foundation 
donors, for your unwavering support, which makes our support of these 
programs possible.

Warm regards,

Keith F. Higgins  
President, The Wellesley Free Library Foundation
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Allies in Our Cause
We are blessed with Wellesley Residents so generous 
with their time and gifts. At The Library Foundation, 
our mission is to provide the extras that make our 
Library exceptional. We tap into our community’s 
generous donations, gifts large and small that add 
up to put these key improvements within reach. Each 
year, The Library Foundation grants an average of 
nearly $250,000 to the Library for special projects 
and heavily used innovative resources and programs. 
Your generosity makes our mission possible, and we 
are grateful for your support. 

Together, we take what you love and make it better.
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Thank you for being a 
vital part of our Library 
community. Together, 
we will continue to 
cultivate a love of 
learning and grow a 
welcoming space for all.



Enhancing Technology 
Resources For Our Community 
In an era where technology is ever evolving, some members of 
our community can be at risk of falling behind. Our investment 
into technology enhancements and educational programming 
has been crucial. Our technology programming flourished 
with more than 130 in-person and digital events, ranging 
from introductory courses on ChatGPT and cybersecurity 

to graphic design and job 
networking. The expansion 
of Jackie’s Room is in the 
planning stages, aiming to 
provide even more resources 
and learning opportunities in 
areas including podcasting, 
digital conversion, video 
design, and more.
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130
in-person and online 
technology-focused events

Jackie's Room was stocked 
with Windows 10 computers, 
MacBook Pros laptops, iPads, 
adapters, styluses, cords, and 
various digitizing hardware

In 2024



Preparing Residents 
for Success
Our English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL) made great 
advances in further facilitating 
connections for adult learners from 
diverse backgrounds. Under the 
guidance of a dedicated Coordinator, 
we welcomed participants from 

15 countries, including refugees from Ukraine, highlighting our 
commitment to serve the global community.

The program’s structure allows students to progress through tailored 
classes, culminating in volunteer opportunities that encourage them 
to give back in turn to newcomers to the program. The support 
from our tutors, who provided over 1,340 hours of personalized 
instruction, remains invaluable. We are excited to introduce an 
American History class this fall, further enhancing our curriculum for 
those building their knowledge of their new home.
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total hours were 
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10
ESOL teachers offered 
15 classes a week both 

in-person and online 



Nurturing a Love For Reading
This year, we continued to invest in outreach programs designed to 
engage all segments of our community. We saw remarkable success 
in our summer reading program, “Read, Renew, Repeat,” with 378 
children participating—nearly a hundred more than last year. This 
surge in engagement, supported by our Foundation’s funding for 
registration software and grand prizes like LEGO kits, underscores 
our growing connection with our young patrons. 

We’ve also created an increasingly welcoming environment for 
children of all neurotypes and abilities. This year, our partnerships 
with the Federation for Children with Special Needs and iCanFly 
introduced a sensory-friendly environment and dedicated playtime 
for children to explore and interact while developing gross and fine 
motor skills. These collaborations bring playtime to life in a critical 
new way for these parents and children, and foster inclusivity and 
exploration in our library space.  

The inclusion extended beyond 
our walls with books from the 
2024 summer reading list given to 
the Barton Road community, and 
for every infant born at Newton 
Wellesley Hospital in the form of 
“Born to Read” gift bags of board 
books, library card applications, 
and other literary resources.  
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378
participants in “Read, 
Renew, Repeat” summer 
reading program

100
Born to Read bags were 
distributed to Newton 
Wellesley hospital in 
April of 2024



Gala
In April, we raised over 
$330,000 to help provide the 
extras that make our Library 
exceptional. We are so grateful 
for your contributions, which 
allow us to fund heavily used 
cutting-edge resources and 
enhancements at the Library, 
such as easy-access digital 
collections, technology and 
outreach. We were honored 
to have Wellesley High School 
graduate and bestselling 
author Richard Preston as 
our Featured Guest. Richard 
shared inspiring stories of 
climbing the giant trees of the 
US Pacific Northwest and the 
importance of the Wellesley 
Free Library in his childhood. 
Richard was introduced by his 
Wellesley High School English 
teacher, the beloved Jeannie 
Goddard, and then engaged 
in a lively fireside chat with 
WBZ-TV anchor Lisa Hughes.

Branches
Our branch libraries continue 
to enrich the community, with 
a commitment to sustainability 
reflected in the Heroes Garden 
at the Fells Branch. Funded 
by a generous donor, this 
garden not only honors our 
first responders but also serves 
as an outdoor learning and 
reading space for children. 
The garden is also a part 
of the pollination corridor, 
supporting Wellesley’s green 
and conservation initiatives, 
and its design encourages 
creativity and a connection 
with nature, further embodying 
our library’s mission to help 
patrons connect meaningfully 
with the environment. 
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$20,000-$35,000
Keith F. Higgins
Alan and Diana Simon in 

Memory of Jeremy Simon

$10,000-$19,999
Anonymous
Steve and Carol Carlson
Matthew DeSutter and  

Donna Paglia
Shawn Herlihy and  

Linda Wilkins
Morris and Elizabeth Kellogg
Emily Smith Magruder and 

William Magruder
Julie Marriott and 

David Harding

Barbara Morgenthaler
Jeremy and Lisa Sewall
Harry Sherr and  

Cynthia Strauss

$5,000-$9,999
a Blade of Grass
Joseph Auth and Jennifer Yuan
Katherine L. Babson, Jr.
John and Catherine Bueker
Carpenter & MacNeille
Adam and Gina Cohen
Terrence and Deborah 

Condren
Todd and Elizabeth Cook
Timothy and Michelle Foster
Colin and Stephanie Flynn
Goldman Sachs Ayco

William and Anne Horn
Ann and Peter Howley
Jumbo Capital
Amanda and Samuel Kennedy
Chrissie and John Lawrence
Lux Bond & Green
Molly and Mike Manning
Rutledge Properties
The Margaret & Jack Tarver 

Foundation
Paul and Mary Sandman
Dan and Kate Sullivan
John and Rainy Wilkins

$2,500-$4,999
Alex and Allie Baker
Jason Block and Kara  

Reinhardt Block

Robert and Sarah Bua
Mary Ann Cluggish
Gerald and Stephanie 

Coughlan
Timothy Fulham and Lise Olney
Mark and Carolyn Grover
Gupta Media
Hoffman Insurance Services
Luisa Hunnewell and  

Larry Newman
Kimberly Kissam and  

Alexis Kissam
Mature Caregivers
Susan Meeker
Gary Mikula and  

Holly Burnet Mikula
The Morgan Palmer 

Foundation

Joseph Morrow and Carol 
Almeda-Morrow

Brian Moynihan and 
Susan Berry

Kevin Narbonne
Patti Quigley and Bob Dolan
James and Wendy Paul
Peer Arboricultural
Robert and Alexa Plenge
Marla and Clifford Robinson
Elizabeth A. W. Rogers
Steven and Harriet Simons
Raina L. Thorsen

$1,000-$2,4999
Anonymous
Caleb and Alyce Aldrich
Dennis and Susan Ausiello
Christopher and Darcey Bartel
George Bealer
James and Ciara Belliveau
Peter and Elizabeth Carpenter
Sally Stoddard Collier
Peter and Nikki Dalrymple
John Patrick and  

Susanne Dowdall
Kirby and Jim Ellis
Michael and Laurie Ewald
Nina Pascale Falcone and 

Steven Falcone
Peter and Paige Fisher
Leonard and Marjorie Freiman
Beth Furman and  

David Wetherbee
Charles and Abigail 

Glassenberg
Goodnow/Prus Foundation

Gordon and Margaret Greer
Jay M. Grossman
Robert Hale and  

Christine Oliver
Joseph and Luisa Hamilton
Blair and Jacqueline Hendrix
Joanne D. Johnson
Jeffrey and Georgette Katuna
James and Mary  

Kloppenberg
Ann-Mara and John Lanza
Philip and Dorothy Laughlin
Mark Libenson and Lisa Muto
Stephen and Laurel Lyle
Kevin and Katherine 

Macdonald
Andrew and Mary Mitchell
William and Amiee Munro
Alec and Johanna Murray
James and Anne Newman
Kevin and Ildiko Nielsen
Susan Nock Garden Design
Bryce and Alina Nucera
John and Carol O’Neil
Molly and Gregory Palmer
Caren and Randy Parker
Vince Pasqualino
John and Janet Pattillo
Byron Pavano and Kris Chang
Representative Alice H. Peisch
Timothy and Nora Phillips
Carolyn Pruyne
Michael Racette and  

Maura Murphy
Carey and Ann Rappaport
Robert and Diane Savage
Peter and Jacqueline Segall

Max Senter and  
Elizabeth Reynolds

Tripp and Betsy Sheehan
Thomas and Kathleen Skelly
Drew and Beanie Spangler
Pamela and Craig Stirrat
Dan and Bobbie Suratt
Mark and Evelina Taber
Michael and Sarah Tauer
Andrew Wagner and  

Lynne Brady Wagner
Jeffrey and Constance Walsh
Robert and Karen White
Andrew Winneg and 

 Karen Wilcox
Beth Sullivan Woods
Kay Zhytko

$500-$999
Ann S. Batchelder
Don and Marcia Blenko
Cannistraro Family DDRJM 

Charitable Fund
Caskata
Gregory and Tara Ciongoli
Kenneth and Carole Epstein
The Gina and Benji Fisher 

Charitable Fund
Walter and Alida Greeley
Deirdre and Edward Heilbron
Alex and Abbe Hocherman
Stephen and Vivian Holland
Lewis and Leslie Holmes
Laura and Jim Hopkins
Bernard and Barbara Horan
Hugh Johnson and  

Erica Johnson
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Rita Johnson
Andrew and Mary Beth 

Mahoney
Peter and Barbara Marx
Dennis and Cyetta McCormick
Dana Ng and Susan Nock
Melissa and Martin Padley
Paul and Carol Ring
Prus/Myers Foundation
Gerardo and Teresa Rocha
Frank and Barbara Rowbotham
Matthew and Susan Ryan
Barbara Searle and  

Peter Raymond
Kirk and Nancy Smith
Karl and Myra Tucker
Peter and Laura Van Zandt
Alexander and  

Sherry Washburn
Christopher and Jennifer 

Zannetos

$250-$499
Saint George and 

Colette Aufranc
James and Judith Barr
Hapet and Stephanie 

Berberian
Marcell and Rajeev Bhangoo
Diane Campbell
Ronnie Y Chen
Lewis and Cary Collins
Scott and Lisa Dalrymple
Joseph and Katherine Fellows
Alan and Judith Frommer
Mark and Mara Furlow
Jeanie and Brooks Goddard

Jack and Amy Haley
Andrew Harrison and  

Christina Evans
James and Meredith Hollis
James G. Kamitses
Michael and Dona Kemp
Linshi Li
Jeffery and Roberta 

Morgenstern
Troy and Patricia Murray
Francis J. Pilecki Jr.
Stephen and Elizabeth Rosen
David Roth and Marie Demay
Christian and Tara Ruff
James and Mary Scardino
Thomas Sheahan and 

Maryrose Sullivan
Jeffrey and Karen Steeves
Elliot Swan and Lisa Hicks
United Way of Massachusetts 

Bay and Merrimack Valley
Dorothy W. Waldron
Ronald and Joanne Weiss
Judith A White
Andrew Wilson and  

Kimberly Fisher
Paul and Mary Wilson
Leslie Yeransian

Under $250
Elizabeth Adams
Jean Nielsen Berry
Ralph Blair and Elisa Romano
Robert and Patricia Bonanno
John and Karin Breedis
Sandra E. Budson
John and Naomi Cameron

Richard Cleary and Ann Trenk
Timothy and Ames Connelly
Mary T. Conway
Mary and John Coyne
Anthony and Paula DeMarco
Edward and Maureen Donlon
Howard and Dorothy Ellis
Arthur Ensroth
Peter Farland and  

Meryl Glassman
Susan Fink
Nancy T. Flescher
Edward and Karen Folland
Philip Fragasso and  

Laura Robert-Fragasso
Richard and Wendy Garber
Alexander and Jane Gavis
Richard and Robin Goldenson
Matthew and Kathryn Graber
Mary T Griffin
Deborah Groginsky
Michael and Ellen Hallor
Jorgen and Debra Lynn 

Hansen
G. Frederick and Deborah 

Hatch
Kate Heald
Robert and Keegan Hellweg
Brad and Elizabeth Heritage
Kambiz and Victoria Heydari
Beth Hinchliffe
Lincoln and Holly Holmes
Bruce and June Howlett
Gerald and Elizabeth Hume
Cynthia B Hunt
John Hussey and  

Kimberly Fletcher

John Jayne
Harvey and June Katz
Scott and Melanie Kelley
Herbert and Judith Kosstrin
Diane A. Lapon
Jacqueline G. Livingston
Karen Lotz-McMillen
Emmett and Margaret Lyne
Peiman and Karin Mahdavi
Douglas and Annick Mansfield
Barbara A. McDonald
Nina McKenzie
Lloyd and Sharon Mintz
Karen Mondell
Richard and Katherine 

Mongeau
William and Elizabeth Near
David Nelson
Ann Neumeyer
Elizabeth M. Nichols
Jerry and Jennifer Olivetti
Robert and Jacquelyn 

Pascucci
Michael Patriacca
Norman and Sarah Pedersen
Ann Peterson
Lon and Ilissa Povich
Robert and Anne Prensner
Mark and Stephanie Price
David Rhodes and 

Deborah Harstedt
Mark and Clare Robinson
George and Christina Roman
Lee Rubin and Nina Chalfin
Timothy and Lynn Sanville
Florine Schoen
Charles R. Scott

Donald Shepard and Emily Maitin
James Simpson and  

Jeannie Nakano
Daniel and Carol Singer
Benjamin N. Smith
Gary and Lynne Smith
Wendelin Smith
Sandy Soolman
Stanley and Beverly Spear
Alan Steele and 

Margaret Mulqueen
Gadi and Pnina Steiner
Kathleen F Trumbull

Thomas and Diana Tully
Thomas and Jean Ulfelder
Stephen and Mary Anne Ulian
Donald and Margaret  

Van Slochem
Judith A. Vessey
Dennis and Barbara Viechnicki
Joyce S. Wadlington
Roseda C. Warren
Wasiks Cheese Shop
David and Elizabeth Zahniser
Robert and Gloria Zalosh
Howard and Elise Zimmon

Donate To 
The Library 
Foundation To 
Help Strengthen 
Our Community

When you donate to the Wellesley Free 
Library Foundation, you make a big 
impact. So many individuals, families, 
and children in our community rely 
on your generous support. With your 
help, The Library Foundation can fulfill 
our mission of enriching your library 
experience creating a dynamic space 
where learning and exploration thrive. 
Your charitable gift will create positive 
change in our community, and we thank 
you for your support.

For questions contact:  
Michelle Harris, Director of Development, (781) 235-1610 x1127 
or michelle_harris@wellesleyfreelibraryfoundation.org.



530 Washington Street 
Wellesley, MA 02482 
wellesleyfreelibraryfoundation.org

Take what you love 
and make it better.


